TITLE VIl -- COVWPREHENSI VE SERVI CES FOR | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG
PART A- - Conpr ehensi ve Services

SEC. 701. PURPCSE.

The purpose of this title is to authorize grants (supplenentary to grants for
vocational rehabilitation services under title |I) to assist States in
provi di ng conprehensive services for independent |iving designed to neet the
current and future needs of individuals whose disabilities are so severe that
they do not presently have the potential for enploynment but may benefit from
vocational rehabilitation services which will enable themto |ive and
function independently.

SEC. 702. ELIGBILITY

[702] (a) Services may be provided under this title to any individual whose
ability to engage or continue in enploynent, or whose ability to function

i ndependently in the famly or community, is so limted by the severity of the
disability that vocational or conprehensive rehabilitation services that are
appreciably nore costly and that are of appreciably greater duration than

t hose vocati onal or conprehensive rehabilitation services required for the
rehabilitation of an individual with handi caps are required to i nprove
significantly either the ability to engage in enploynment or the ability to
function independently in the famly or comunity. Priority of services under
this part shall be given to individuals not served by other provisions of this
Act .

[ 702] (b) For purposes of this title, the term "conprehensive services for

i ndependent |iving" neans any appropriate vocational rehabilitation service
(as defined under title | of this Act) and any other service that will enhance
the ability of an individual with handicaps to |ive independently and function
within his famly and comunity and, if appropriate, secure and naintain
appropriate enploynent. Such services may include any of the follow ng:
counsel i ng services, including psychol ogi cal, psychotherapeutic, and rel ated
servi ces; housing incidental to the purpose of this section (including
appropriate acconmodations to and nodification of any space to serve

i ndividuals with handi caps); appropriate job placenent services;
transportati on; attendant care; physical rehabilitation; therapeutic
treatnent; needed prostheses and ot her appliances and devices; health

mai nt enance; recreational services, services for children of preschool age,

i ncl udi ng physi cal therapy, devel opnent of |anguage and comuni cation skills,
and child devel opment services; and appropriate preventive services to
decrease the needs of individuals assisted under the programfor simlar
services in the future

SEC. 703. ALLOTMENTS

[703](a) (1) Fromsuns made avail able for each fiscal year for the purposes of
allotments under this part, each State whose conprehensive services
pl an has been approved under section 705 shall be entitled to an
all otment of an anpunt bearing the sanme ratio to such suns as the
popul ation of the State bears to the population of all states. Except
as provided in paragraph (2), the allotnment to any State under the
precedi ng sentence shall be not |ess than $200,000 or one-third of 1
percent of the sums nade available for the fiscal year for which the
allotrment is made, whichever is greater, and the allotnent of any State
under this section for any fiscal year which is | ess than $200, 000 or
one-third of 1 percent of such sums shall be increased to the greater of
the two anounts.

[703-a] (2) For the purposes of this subsection, Guam Anerican Sanpa, the



Virgin |Islands, the Northern Mariana |Islands, and the Trust Territory of

the Pacific Islands shall not be considered as States and shall each be

allotted not |ess than one-eighth of 1 percent of the anbunts nade

avail abl e for purposes of this part for the fiscal year for which the

allotnent is nade.
[ 703] (b) Amounts necessary to increase the allotnments of States under
paragraph (1) or to provide allotnments under paragraph (2) shall be derived
by proportionately reducing the allotnments of the remaining States under
paragraph (1), but with such adjustnents as nay be necessary to prevent the
all otment of any such renmmining States from being thereby reduced to | ess
than the greater of $200,000 or one-third of 1 percent of the sums nade
avail abl e for purposes of this part for the fiscal year for which the
allotnent is nade.
[ 703] (¢) Wienever the Conm ssioner deternmines that any anount of an
allotment to a State for any fiscal year will not be utilized by such State
in carrying out the purposes of this title, the Comm ssioner shall nake such
amount available for carrying out the purposes of this section to one or
nore of the States which the Conmi ssioner determines will be able to use
addi tional anmounts during such year for carrying out such purposes. Any
amount nade available to a State for any fiscal year pursuant to the
precedi ng sentence shall, for the purposes of this section, be regarded as
an increase in the State's allotnment (as determ ned under the preceding
provisions of this section) for such year

SEC. 704. PAYMENTS TO STATES FROM ALLOTMENTS

[704] (a) From each State's allotnment for a fiscal year under section 703

the State shall be paid the Federal share of the expenditures incurred

during such year under its State plan approved under section 705. Such
paynments may be nade (after necessary adjustnents on account of previously
nmade over paynents or underpaynments) in advance or by way of reinbursenment
and in such installnments and on such conditions as the Comm ssioner may
det er m ne

[704] (b) (1) The Federal share with respect to any State for any fiscal year
shall be 90 percent of the expenditures incurred by the State during such
year under its State plan approved under section 705.

[ 704-b] (2) The non-Federal share of the cost of any project assisted by an
allotment under this part may be provided in kind.

[ 704-b] (3) For the purpose of determining the Federal share with respect to
any State, expenditures by a political subdivision of such State shall,
subj ect to regul ations prescribed by the Comm ssioner, be regarded as
expenditures by such State.

SEC. 705. STATE PLANS

[705](a) In order to be eligible for grants under this part, a State shal

submt to the Commissioner a State plan for a three-year period for providing

conpr ehensi ve services for independent living to individuals with severe
handi caps and, upon request of the Conm ssioner, shall nake such annua
revisions in the plan as may be necessary. Each such plan shall--

[ 705-a] (1) designate the designated State unit of such state as the agency to
admi ni ster the prograns funded under this part;

[ 705-a] (2) denonstrate that the State has studied and considered a wide
variety of methods for providing conprehensive services to individuals
with severe handi caps (such as regional and community centers, halfway
houses, and patient-rel ease prograns) and that the State will provide,
to the maxi mum extent feasible, meaningful alternatives to
institutionalization;

[ 705-a] (3) (A) Describe the quality, scope, and extent of the conprehensive



services for independent living to be provided to individuals with
handi caps under this part, and specify the state's goals and plans with
respect to the distribution of funds received under part B of this
title; and
[ 705-a-3] (B) provide satisfactory assurances that facilities used in
connection with the delivery of services assisted under this part and
part B of this title will conply with the Act of August 12, 1968,
comonly known as the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968;

[ 705-a] (4) provide assurances that

[705-a-4] (A) an individualized witten rehabilitation programneeting the
requi renents of section 102 will be devel oped for each individual wth
handi caps eligible for independent |iving services under this part;

[ 705-a-4] (B) such services will be provided in accordance with such program

and

[705-a-4] (C) that such programwi |l be coordinated with the individualized

witten rehabilitation program rehabilitation plan, or education
program for such individual required under section 102 of this Act, the
Devel opnental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, and
sections 612 (4) and 614(a)(5) of the Education of the Handi capped Act
respectively;

[ 705-a] (5) provide assurances that the State will consider recomendati ons
of the State independent living council in determ ning how i ndependent
living services will be expanded or nodified

[ 705-a] (6) provide assurances that the State will conduct periodic reviews
of the progress of individuals assisted under this title to determ ne
whet her services provided to such individuals shoul d be continued,
nodi fi ed, or discontinued,

[705-a] (7) provide assurances that special efforts will be undertaken to
provi de techni cal assistance to urban and rural poverty areas wth
respect to the provision of conprehensive services for individuals with
severe handi caps and descri be such efforts;

[ 705-a] (8) provide assurances that individuals with handi caps shall have a
substantial role in devel oping the State plan

[ 705-a] (9) provide assurances that not |ess than 20 percent of the funds
received by a State under this part shall be used to nmake grants to | oca
publ i ¢ agencies and private nonprofit organizations for the conduct of
i ndependent |iving services except that the Conm ssioner may wai ve the
requi renment of this clause if the Conm ssioner determ nes, on the basis
of evidence subnitted by the State, that such State cannot feasibly use
the funds required to be expended under this section for the purposes of
this clause; and

[ 705-a] (10) contain such other information, and be submitted in such form
and in accordance with such procedures, as the Commi ssioner nmay require.

[ 705] (b) As soon as practicable after receiving a State plan subnmitted under

subsection (a), the Conm ssioner shall approve or disapprove such plan. The

Commi ssi oner shall approve any State plan which the comn ssioner determ nes

neets the requirenments and purposes of this section. The provisions of

subsection (b), (c), and (d) of section 101 of this Act shall apply to any

State plan subnmitted to the Conmmi ssioner pursuant to this section, except

that for purposes of this section, all references in such subsections to the

Secretary shall be deened to be references to the Conmi ssioner

SEC. 706. STATE | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG COUNCI L

[706] (a) There shall be established in each State receiving assistance under
this title a State | ndependent Living Council (hereafter in this section
referred to as the 'Council'). The Council shall--

[ 706-a] (1) provide guidance for the devel opnent and expansi on of independent



living prograns and concepts on a statew de basis;

[ 706-a] (2) provide guidance to State agencies and to | ocal planning and
adm nistrative entities assisted under this title; and

[ 706-a] (3) prepare and submit to the State agency desi gnated under
section 705(a)(1) a five-year plan addressing the long-term goals and
reconmendations for the need for independent |iving services and prograns
within the State.

[706] (b) (1) The Council shall be conposed of representatives of the
princi pal State agencies, |ocal agencies, and nongovernnental agencies
and groups concerned with services to individuals with handi caps under
this title; individuals wth handi caps and parents or guardi ans of
i ndi vidual s with handi caps; directors of independent |iving centers;
representatives fromprivate business enploying or interested in
enpl oyi ng i ndividuals with handi caps; representatives of other
appropriate organi zati ons and ot her appropriate individuals.

[706-b] (2) A mgjority of the menbership of the Council shall be individuals
wi th handi caps and parents or guardi ans of individuals wth handicaps.

[ 706-Db] (3) The nenbers of the Council shall be appointed by the director of
the State agency designated under section 705(a)(1).

[706] (¢) The chairperson of the Council shall be selected fromanong the

nenber shi p and shall al so serve as a nmenber of any State advisory conmttee

primarily concerned with the provision of rehabilitation services and any
ot her appropriate State advisory conmttee concerned with services to

i ndi vi dual s wi th handi caps.

[706] (d) Any State in which there is a council which substantially neets the

requi renents of paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b) and has the

authority or will, pronptly after the date of enactnment of the

Rehabilitation Act Anendnents of 1986, have the authority to carry out the

functions prescribed in subsection (a) shall be deened to neet the

requi renents of this section

PART B--Centers for |ndependent Living.

SEC. 711. GRANT PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED

[711] (a) The Commi ssioner may make grants to any designated State unit which

adm nisters the State plan under section 705 to provide for the establishnment

and operation of independent living centers, which shall be facilities

of fering the services described in subsection (c)(2).

[711] (b) No grant may be made under this section unless an application

t heref or has been subnmitted to and approved by the Comni ssioner. The

Commi ssi oner may not approve an application for a grant unless the

application--

[711-b] (1) contains assurances that the designated State unit will use funds
provided by such grant in accordance with subsection (c);

[711-b] (2) contains such other information, and is submitted in such form
and in accordance with such procedures, as the Commi ssioner nmay require;
and

[ 711-b] (3) contains assurances that each center will have a board which is
conposed of a majority of individuals with handicaps.**

[711] (c) An application by a public or nonprofit agency or organi zation for

such grant shall --

[711-c] (1) provide assurances that individuals with handicaps will be
substantially involved in policy direction and managenent of such center
and will be enpl oyed by such center

[711-c] (2) contain assurances that the independent |living center to be
assisted by such grant shall offer individuals with handi caps a
conbi nati on of independent |iving services, including as appropriate--

[711-c-2] (A) intake counseling to deternmine the client's need for specific



rehabilitation services;

[711-c-2](B) referral and counseling services with respect to attendant care;

[711-¢c-2] (O counseling and advocacy services with respect to | egal and
econom ¢ rights and benefits;

[711-c-2] (D) independent living skills, counseling, and training, including
such prograns as training in the nmaintenance of necessary equi pment
and in jobseeking skills, counseling on therapy needs and prograns,
and special prograns for the blind and deaf;

[711-c-2] (E) housing, recreation, and transportation referral and assi stance;

[711-c-2] (F) surveys, directories, and other activities to identify
appropriate housing, recreational opportunities, and accessible
transportati on, and other support services;

[711-c-2] (G health nmai ntenance prograrns;

[711-c-2] (H peer counseling;

[711-c-2] (1) community group living arrangenents;

[711-c-2](J) education and training necessary for living in the comunity and
participating in community activities;

[711-c-2] (K) individual and group social and recreational services;

[711-c-2] (L) other prograns designed to provide resources, training,
counsel i ng, services, or other assistance of substantial benefit in
pronoting the

**Thi s amendnent shall take effect one year after the date of enactnment of

P.L. 99-506, the Rehabilitati on Anendnments of 1986.
i ndependence, productivity, and quality of life of individuals with
handi caps;

[711-c-2] (M attendant care and training or personnel to provide such care;
and

[711-c-2] (N) such other services as nay be necessary and not inconsistent
with the provisions of this title; and

[711-c](3) contain a description of an evaluation plan which at the end of

each year of a funding cycle shall reflect at a mnimumthe follow ng--

[711-c-3](A) the nunbers and types of individuals with handi caps assi sted;

[711-c-3](B) the extent to which individuals with varying handi cappi ng
condi tions were served;

[711-¢c-3] (O the types of services provided;

[711-c-3] (D) the sources of funding;

[711-c-3](E) the percentage of resources committed to each type of service
provi ded;

[711-c-3](F) how services provided contributed to the mai ntenance of or the
i ncreased i ndependence of individuals with handi caps assi st ed;
[711-¢c-3] (G the extent to which individuals with handi caps participate in

nmanagenment and deci sion making in the center
[711-c-3](H the extent of capacity building activities including
col  aboration with other agencies and organi zati ons;
[711-c-3] (1) the extent of catalytic activities to pronote community
awar eness, invol vement, and assi stance;
[711-c-3](J) the extent of outreach efforts and the inpact of such efforts;
and
[711-c-3] (K) a conparison, when appropriate, of prior year(s) activities with
nost recent year activities.
[711-c] (4) contain such other information, and be submtted in such form and
in accordance with such procedures, as the Commi ssioner nay require.
[711]1(d) If, within three nonths after the date in each fiscal year on which
t he Conmi ssi oner begins to accept applications fromdesignated State units
under this section, a designated State unit in a State has not submitted
such an application, the Comm ssioner nay accept applications for grants



under this section fromlocal public agencies or private nonprofit

organi zations within such State. After the receipt of such applications,

t he Conmi ssi oner may nake grants to such agencies or organi zations for the

pur pose of establishing independent [iving centers to provide the services

described in subsection (c¢)(2).

[711] (e) (1) The Commissioner shall, not later than February 1, 1985, devel op
and publish standards for evaluation consistent with the provisions in
subparagraph (c)(3) to assist each independent |iving center receiving
funding under this title to review and eval uate the operation of its
center. Such standards shall be revised as necessary, subject to paragraph
(4) of this subsection.

[711-e] (2) The Conmi ssioner shall, under the authority specified in
section 14 of this Act, conduct a conprehensive evaluation of the Centers
for I ndependent Living Grant Program and subnmit a report no later than
February 1, 1986, to Congress on the evaluation, including
reconmendations for the inprovenent and continuati on of each grantee and
for the support of new i ndependent living centers. In conducting the
conpr ehensi ve eval uation, the Conm ssioner shall apply standards for
eval uation which are consistent with the standards required in
paragraph (1).

[711-e] (3) In devel oping standards for evaluation to be used by the
grantees, and in devel oping the standards for evaluation to be used in
t he conprehensive eval uation, the Commi ssioner shall obtain and consider
reconmendati ons for such standards from national organizations
representing individuals with handi caps and i ndependent |iving prograns;
and fromindependent living centers, professionals serving individuals
wi t h handi caps, and individuals, associations, and organi zations engaged
in research in independent |iving.

[711-e] (4) No standards nmay be established under this subsection unless the
standards are approved by the National Council on Disability. The
Counci| shall approve the standards within ninety days after receiving the
standards. |If the Secretary of Education has not received notification of
approval or disapproval fromthe Council within the ninety days, the
standards shall be deened approved. A Council decision on such standards
shall occur at a regularly schedul ed neeting of the Council, and shall be
the result of a sinple majority of those present at the neeting.

[721] (f) (1) By July 1, 1988, the Conmi ssioner shall publish in the Federa
Register in final formindicators of what constitutes m ni mum conpliance
consistent with the eval uation standards published under subsection (e)(1).

[711-f](2) Each grantee shall report to the Conmi ssioner at the end of each
project year the extent to which the grantee is in conpliance with the
eval uation standards, beginning with fiscal year 1989.

[711-f](3) By the end of fiscal year 1991, the Conmi ssioner shall have
conducted on-site conpliance reviews of at |east one-third of the
grantees receiving funding under this part in fiscal year 1987. The
Commi ssi oner shall conduct on-site conpliance review of at |east 15
percent of grantees annually in subsequent years. Selection of grantees
for conpliance reviews shall be on a random basis. The Conmm ssi oner shal
use the indicators of the evaluation standards in determ ning conpliance.
At | east one menber of an on-site conpliance review shall be a
non- Federal enpl oyee with experience or expertise in the provision of
i ndependent |iving services.

[711-f](4) Beginning with the annual report to Congress for fiscal year 1990
and in subsequent years, the Conmi ssioner shall include an analysis of the
extent to which grantees have conplied with the evaluation standards. The
Commi ssioner may identify individual grantees in the analysis. In
addition, the Comm ssioner shall report the results of on-site conpliance



reviews, identifying individual grantees.

[711]1(g) (1) (A) From suns appropriated for the purposes of this section for
fiscal year 1990, an anount which is 90 percent of the amount
appropriated for fiscal year 1989 shall be available only for grantees
receiving assistance in fiscal year 1989.

[711-g-1]1(B) The Secretary shall ensure that grants are nade under
subparagraph (A) only to Centers that neet the eval uation standards
and shall nake a determ nation concerning the term nation
nodi fication, or renewal of each grant on the basis of such eval uation.

[711-9g-1]1(CQ A grant under subparagraph (A) may not be |ess than 80 percent
or nore than 100 percent of the grant to the Center for fiscal year
1989.

The Commi ssioner shall determ ne the amobunt of each grant on the basis
of - -

[711-9g-1-C (i) the capacity of the recipient to obtain |ocal resources to pay

t he non-Federal share of the cost of the Center; and

[711-g-1-CJ(ii) the econom c conditions in the community to be served by the

Center.
[711-9](2) To the extent funds are avail abl e under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall award grants to new Centers |l ocated in unserved
geographic areas. Grants to new Centers shall be awarded on a conpetitive

basi s.
[711-9] (3) For fiscal year 1991 and for any subsequent fiscal year, new grant
awards shall be nmade on a conpetitive basis and shall include

consi deration of past perfornmance, where appropriate.

[711-9] (4) (A) Each grant recipient receiving assistance under this section in
fiscal year 1986 shall continue to receive assistance through
Sept enmber 30, 1987, unless the Commi ssioner determ nes that the grant
recipient is not in conpliance with the provisions of the approved
application of the grant recipient.

[711-g-4](B) Grant recipients continuing to receive assistance on the basis
of the review described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall be
eval uated by the Conmi ssioner using standards described in subsections
(e) and (f) of this section. Each such grant recipient shall continue
to receive assistance for 3 years unless the Conm ssioner deterni nes
that the grantee is not substantially in conpliance with such standards
and with the provisions of the approved application of the grant
recipient.

[711]1 (h) In approving applications under this section, the Conmi ssioner

shall give priority to geographic areas anong the States which are currently

under served or not served by independent |iving centers.

PART C -1 ndependent Living Services for Oder Blind Individuals.

SEC. 721. SERVI CE PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED
[721] (a) The Commi ssioner may nmake grants to any designated State unit to
provi de i ndependent |iving services to older blind individuals. Such
servi ces shall be designed to assist an older blind individual to adjust to
bl i ndness by becom ng nore able to care for individual needs. Such services
may i ncl ude- -
[721-a] (1) services to help correct blindness such as
[721-a-1] (A) outreach services,
[ 721-a-1] (B) visual screening,
[721-a-1]1(C) surgical or therapeutic treatnment to prevent, correct, or nodify

di sabling eye conditions, and
[721-a-1] (D) hospitalization related to such services;
[721-a] (2) the provision of eyeglasses and ot her visual aids;
[721-a] (3) the provision of services and equi pment to assist an ol der blind



i ndi vi dual to beconme nore nobile and nore self-sufficient;

[721-a] (4) nobility training, Braille instruction, and other services and
equi prent to hel p an ol der blind individual adjust to blindness;

[ 721-a] (5) gui de services, reader services, and transportation; and

[721-a] (6) any ot her appropriate services designed to assist a blind
i ndividual in coping with daily living activities, including supportive
services or rehabilitation teaching services.

[721] (b) No grant may be made under this section unless an application

t herefor, containing such information as the Commi ssioner nay require, has

been submtted to and approved by the Conm ssioner. The Conm ssioner may not

approve any application for a grant unless the application contains
assurances that the designated State unit will seek to incorporate any new

net hods and approaches relating to the services described in subsection (a)

into its State plan for independent |iving services under section 705 of

this title.

[ 721] (¢) Funds received under this section by any designated State unit nmay

be used to nmake grants to public or private nonprofit agencies or

organi zations to--

[721-c] (1) conduct activities which will inprove or expand services for ol der
blind individuals and hel p i nprove public understandi ng of the problens of
such individual s; and

[ 721-c] (2) provide independent living services to older blind individuals in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (a).

[721] (d) For purposes of this section, the term"older blind individual"

neans an individual aged fifty-five or ol der whose severe visual inpairnent

nmakes gai nful enploynent extrenely difficult to attain but for whom

i ndependent |iving goals are feasible.

PART D- - General Provisions.
SEC. 731. PROTECTI ON AND ADVOCACY OF | NDI VI DUAL RI GHTS
[731] (a) The Comnmi ssioner may make grants to States to establish systens to
protect and advocate the rights of individuals with severe handicaps. In
order to be eligible for a grant under this section, a State shall provide
t he Conmi ssioner with assurances that any system established with grants nade
under this section shall have the authority to pursue |legal, admnistrative,
and other appropriate renmedies to insure the protection of the rights of such
i ndi vidual s receiving services under this title within the State. A State
nmust provide that such systemw || be independent of any designated State
unit that provides services under this part to such individuals.
[731] (b) No grant may be made under this section unless an application
t heref or has been subnmitted to the Comm ssioner containing such infornmation
and in such formand in accordance with such procedures as the Commi ssi oner
may, by regul ation, prescribe.

SEC. 732. EMPLOYMENT OF HANDI CAPPED | NDI VI DUALS

As a condition of providing assistance under this title, the Secretary shal
requi re that each recipient of assistance take affirmative action to enpl oy
and advance in enploynment qualified individuals with handi caps on the sane
terms and conditions required with respect to the enpl oynment of such

i ndi vi dual s under the provisions of this Act which govern enpl oynent

[732] (1) by State rehabilitati on agencies and rehabilitation facilities, and
[ 732] (2) under Federal contracts and subcontracts.

PART E--Aut hori zati ons.
SEC. 741. AUTHORI ZATI ON OF APPROPRI ATl ONS
[741] (a) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out part A of this
title $11, 830,000 for fiscal year 1987, $12,310,000 for fiscal year 1988,



$13, 050, 000 for fiscal year 1989, $13,860,000 for fiscal year 1990, and

$14, 428,000 for fiscal year 1991

[741] (b) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out part B of this

title $24,320,000 for fiscal year 1987, $25,750,000 for fiscal year 1988,

$27,300, 000 for fiscal year 1989, $28,980,000 for fiscal year 1990, and

$30, 168, 000 for fiscal year 1991

[741] (¢) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out part Cof this

title $5,290,000 for fiscal year 1987, $5,600,000 for fiscal year 1988,

$5, 930, 000 for fiscal year 1989, $6,300,000 for fiscal year 1990, and

$6, 558, 000 for fiscal year 1991.

[741] (d) (1) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out part D of
this title such suns as may be necessary for each of the fiscal years
1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, and 1991

[741-d] (2) The provisions of section 1913 of title 18, United States Code,
shall be applicable to all nonies authorized under the provisions of this
subsecti on.

OTHER LAWS
HELEN KELLER NATI ONAL CENTER ACT

SEC. 202. CONGRESSI ONAL FI NDI NGS

The Congress finds that--

[202] (1) deaf-blindness is anbng the nost severe of all forns of
disabilities, and there is a great and continuing need for services and
training to help deaf-blind individuals attain the highest possible |evel
of devel opnent;

[202] (2) due to the rubella epidemc of the 1960's and recent advances in
nedi cal technol ogy that have sustained the |lives of nany severely disabled
i ndi vi dual s, including deaf-blind individuals, who m ght not otherw se have
survived, the need for services for deaf-blind individuals is even nore
pressing now than in the past;

[202] (3) hel ping deaf-blind individuals to becone self-sufficient,

i ndependent, and enpl oyabl e by providing the services and training
necessary to acconplish that end will benefit the Nation, both
economi cally and soci al | y;

[202] (4) the Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults
is avital national resource for neeting the needs of deaf-blind
i ndividuals and no State currently has the facilities or personnel to
neet such needs;

[202] (5) the Federal GCovernnent has invested approxi mately $10, 000,000 in
capital, equipnent, and operating funds for such Center since it was
establ i shed; and

[202](6) it is in the national interest to continue to provide support for
the Center, and it is a proper function of the Federal CGovernnent to be
the primary source of such support.

SEC. 203. AUTHORI ZATI ON FOR THE CONTI NUED OPERATI ON OF THE HELEN KELLER
NATI ONAL CENTER FOR DEAF- BLI ND YOUTHS AND ADULTS; REPEAL OF PRI OR
AUTHORI ZATI ON
[203] (a) Section 313 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U S.C. 777c) is
repeal ed.
[203] (b) The Secretary of Education shall continue to adm nister and support
the Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults in the sanme
manner as such Center was admi ni stered pursuant to section 313 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, to the extent such manner of administration is
not inconsistent with any purpose described in subsection (c) or any other
requi renent of this title.
[203] (c) The purposes of the Center are to--
[203-c] (1) provide specialized intensive services, or any other services, at



the Center or anywhere else in the United States, which are necessary to
encour age the maxi mum personal devel opnent of any deaf-blind individual
[203-c](2) train professionals and allied personnel at the Center or
anywhere else in the United States to provide services to deaf-blind
i ndi vi dual s; and
[ 203-c] (3) conduct applied research, devel opnent progranms, and
denonstrations with respect to conmmunication techni ques, teaching
net hods, aids and devices, and delivery of services.

SEC. 204. AUDI T; MONI TORI NG AND EVALUATI ON

[204] (a) The books and accounts of the Center shall be audited annually by an

i ndependent auditor in the manner prescribed by the Secretary and a report on

each such audit shall be submtted by the auditor to the Secretary at such

tinme as the Secretary shall prescribe.

[204] (b) (1) The Secretary shall establish procedures for nonitoring, on a
regul ar basis, the services performed and the training conducted by the
Center.

[204-b] (2) The Secretary shall, in addition to the regular nonitoring
requi red under paragraph (1), conduct an evaluation of the operation of
the Center at the end of each fiscal year. A witten report of such
eval uation shall be subnmitted to the President, the Cerk of the House
of Representatives, and the Secretary of the Senate w thin one hundred
and eighty days after the end of the fiscal year for which such
eval uation was conducted. The first such report shall be submtted for
fiscal year 1983

SEC. 205. AUTHORI ZATI ON OF APPROPRI ATl ONS

[205] (a) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out the provisions
of this title such sunms as nay be necessary for each of the fiscal years 1987
t hrough 1991. Such suns shall remrmain available until expended.

[205] (b) Any appropriation Act containing any appropriation authorized by
subsection (a) shall contain a statenment of the specific anpbunt bei ng nade
avail able to the Center.

SEC. 206. DEFI NI TI ONS

For purposes of this title--

[206] (1) the terns "Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and
Adults" and "Center" mean the Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind
Youths and Adults, and its affiliated network, operated pursuant to section
313 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and continued under this title;

[206] (2) the term "deaf-blind individual" nmeans any individual --

[206-2] (A) who has a central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better
eye with corrective |lenses, or central acuity of 20/200 if there is a
field defect such that the peripheral dianeter of visual field
subt ends an angul ar di stance no greater than 20 degrees,

[ 206-2] (B) who has a chronic hearing inpairnment so severe that nost speech
cannot be understood with opti num anplification, and

[206-2] (C) for whomthe conbination of the inpairments described in
subpar agraphs (A) and (B) causes extrene difficulty in attaining
i ndependence in daily life activities, achieving psychosoci al
adj ustnent, or obtaining a vocation, and such termincludes any other
neani ng the Secretary may prescribe by regul ation; and

[206-2](3) the term"Secretary" neans the Secretary of Education

SEC. 207. CONSTRUCTI ON OF ACT; EFFECT ON AGREEMENTS
This title shall not be construed as nodifying or affecting any agreenent
bet ween t he Departnment of Education or any other departnent or agency of the



United States and the Industrial Hone for the Blind, |ncorporated, or any
successor to or assignee of such corporation, with respect to the Center.



